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Jesus Promises the Holy SpiritJesus Promises the Holy Spirit

15 “If you love me, obey my commandments. 16 And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave 
you. 17 He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot 
receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. 
But you know him, because he lives with you now and later will be in 
you. 18 No, I will not abandon you as orphans—I will come to you. 19 
Soon the world will no longer see me, but you will see me. Since I live, 
you also will live. 20 When I am raised to life again, you will know that I 
am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Those who 
accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who love me. 
And because they love me, my Father will love them. And I will love 
them and reveal myself to each of them.” 22 Judas (not Judas Iscariot, 
but the other disciple with that name) said to him, “Lord, why are you 
going to reveal yourself only to us and not to the world at large?” 23 
Jesus replied, “All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love 
them, and we will come and make our home with each of them. 24 
Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey me. And remember, my 
words are not my own. What I am telling you is from the Father who 
sent me. 25 I am telling you these things now while I am still with you. 
26 But when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that 
is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of  
everything I have told you. 27 “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of 
mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So 
don’t be troubled or afraid. 28 Remember what I told you: I am going 
away, but I will come back to you again. If you really loved me, you 
would be happy that I am going to the Father, who is greater than I am. 
29 I have told you these things before they happen so that when they 
do happen, you will  believe. 30 “I don’t have much more time to talk to 
you, because the ruler of this world approaches. He has no power over 
me, 31 but I will do what the Father requires of me, so that the world 
will know that I love the Father. Come, let’s be going.

Sunday | May 24th

John 14:15-31

Discussion questions

1. What stood out to you in today’s
reading?

2. Was there anything confusing or
troubling that you read?

3. What does this passage tell you
about God (Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit)?

4. How is this going to change your life
this week?

5. Who does God want you to share
this with today?

Kidz Corner:

1.Can you think of someone you really 
love?  What kinds of things do you do 
for the person you love so much? 

2.Jesus is telling His disciples He 
came to Earth to bring a message from 
His Father that anyone who loves Him, 
will obey Him.  Although we cannot 
see or touch Him, we can hear what 
He says by reading the Bible. Do you 
always know how to obey Jesus?  

3.Thankfully, Jesus left behind the 
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is our guide 
to help teach us and remind us of all 
the things Jesus said.  Can you think 
of some ways to listen to the Holy 
Spirit? 

  

If you have children pre-k through 5th grade please focus on the passages and questions in ORANGE 



Monday | May 25th
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Jesus, the True VineJesus, the True Vine

1 “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts 
off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the 
branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more. 3 You have 
already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you. 4 
Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit 
if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain 
in me. 5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in 
me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can 
do nothing. 6 Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a 
useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be 
burned. 7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may 
ask for anything you want, and it will be granted! 8 When you produce 
much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.
9 “I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. 
10 When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I 
obey my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. 11 I have told 
you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will 
overflow! 12 This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way 
I have loved you. 13 There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I 
no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. 
Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told 
me. 16 You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and 
produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, 
using my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

The World’s HatredThe World’s Hatred

18 “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. 19 The world 
would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no 
longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it hates 
you. 20 Do you remember what I told you? ‘A slave is not greater than the 
master.’ Since they persecuted me, naturally they will persecute you. And 
if they had listened to me, they would listen to you. 21 They will do all this 
to you because of me, for they have rejected the one who sent me. 22 
They would not be guilty if I had not come and spoken to them. But now 
they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Anyone who hates me also hates my 
Father. 24 If I hadn’t done such miraculous signs among them that no one 
else could do, they would not be guilty. But as it is, they have seen 
everything I did, yet they still hate me and my Father. 25 This fulfills what 
is written in their Scriptures: ‘They hated me without cause.’
26 “But I will send you the Advocate—the Spirit of truth. He will come to 
you from the Father and will testify all about me. 27 And you must also 
testify about me because you have been with me from the beginning of 
my ministry.

John 15:1-27

Discussion questions

1. What stood out to you in today’s
reading?

2. Was there anything confusing or
troubling that you read?

3. What does this passage tell you
about God (Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit)?

4. How is this going to change your life
this week?

5. Who does God want you to share
this with today?

Kidz Corner:

1. Have you ever been to an orchard or 
a place to pick your own fruit?  In the 
springtime, it is always important to 
prepare the trees and plants for the new 
fruit to grow.  

2. Jesus is telling us that He is the main 
vine and we are the branches.  That 
means we get all our nutrients from Him.  
Jesus gives us life!  Discuss some ways 
that you show others you are connected 
to Jesus?  In other words, what is your 
fruit?

3. What makes us Jesus’ true disciples?  
What do you think it means to remain in 
Jesus? 



John 15:1-27

Tuesday | May 26th

16

1 “I have told you these things so that you won’t abandon your faith. 2 For 
you will be expelled from the synagogues, and the time is coming when 
those who kill you will think they are doing a holy service for God. 3 This 
is because they have never known the Father or me. 4 Yes, I’m telling 
you these things now, so that when they happen, you will remember my 
warning. I didn’t tell you earlier because I was going to be with you for a 
while longer.

The Work of the Holy SpiritThe Work of the Holy Spirit

5 “But now I am going away to the one who sent me, and not one of you is 
asking where I am going. 6 Instead, you grieve because of what I’ve told 
you. 7 But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the 
Advocate[ won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to you. 8 And 
when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s 
righteousness, and of the coming judgment. 9 The world’s sin is that it 
refuses to believe in me. 10 Righteousness is available because I go to 
the Father, and you will see me no more. 11 Judgment will come because 
the ruler of this world has already been judged. 12 “There is so much 
more I want to tell you, but you can’t bear it now. 13 When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own 
but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you about the future. 14 
He will bring me glory by telling you whatever he receives from me. 15 All 
that belongs to the Father is mine; this is why I said, ‘The Spirit will tell 
you whatever he receives from me.’ 

Sadness Will Be Turned to JoySadness Will Be Turned to Joy

16 “In a little while you won’t see me anymore. But a little while after 
that, you will see me again.” 17 Some of the disciples asked each other, 
“What does he mean when he says, ‘In a little while you won’t see me, but 
then you will see me,’ and ‘I am going to the Father’? 18 And what does 
he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand.” 19 Jesus realized they 
wanted to ask him about it, so he said, “Are you asking yourselves what 
I meant? I said in a little while you won’t see me, but a little while after 
that you will see me again. 20 I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn 
over what is going to happen to me, but the world will rejoice. You will 
grieve, but your grief will suddenly turn to wonderful joy. 21 It will be like 
a woman suffering the pains of labor. When her child is born, her anguish 
gives way to joy because she has brought a new baby into the world. 22 
So you have sorrow now, but I will see you again; then you will rejoice, 
and no one can rob you of that joy. 23 At that time you won’t need to ask 
me for anything. I tell you the truth, you will ask the Father directly, and he 
will grant your request because you use my name. 24 You haven’t done 
this before. Ask, using my name, and you will receive, and you will have 
abundant joy. 25 “I have spoken of these matters in figures of speech, 
but soon I will stop speaking figuratively and will tell you plainly all about 
the Father. 26 Then you will ask in my name. I’m not saying I will ask the 
Father on your behalf, 27 for the Father himself loves you dearly because 
you love me and believe that I came from God. 28 Yes, I came from the 
Father into the world, and now I will leave the world and return to the 
Father.” 29 Then his disciples said, “At last you are speaking plainly and 
not figuratively. 30 Now we understand that you know everything, and 
there’s no need to question you. From this we believe that you came from 
God.” 31 Jesus asked, “Do you finally believe? 32 But the time is 
coming—indeed it’s here now—when you will be scattered, each one 
going his own way, leaving me alone. Yet I am not alone because the 
Father is with me. 33 I have told you all this so that you may have peace in 
me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, 
because I have overcome the world.”

John 16:1-33

Discussion questions

1. What stood out to you in today’s
reading?

2. Was there anything confusing or
troubling that you read?

3. What does this passage tell you
about God (Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit)?

4. How is this going to change your life
this week?

5. Who does God want you to share
this with today?

Kidz Corner:

1.When we learn about God, we learn 
that He is three persons; The Father, The 
Son and the Holy Spirit.  They each work 
together to help us learn and grow.  Can 
you name the three Persons?  Try saying 
them out loud to your mom or dad.

2.What do you think Jesus meant when 
He said, “now I am going away to the 
one who sent me?” Who is Jesus talking 
about?  Do you think the disciples are 
going to be left all alone once Jesus is 
gone?

3.Good news! The people were not going 
to be left alone after Jesus returns to 
God.  He was going to leave a Helper.  
We have been talking about this Helper 
in our other readings this week.  Can 
you spend some time journaling what 
you know about the Holy Spirit?  You 
can look back at the Bible readings from 
earlier this week to refresh your memory.  
Then, see if you can illustrate how the 
Holy Spirit has been a helper in your life.  



Wednesday | May 27th
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The Prayer of JesusThe Prayer of Jesus

17 After saying all these things, Jesus looked up to heaven and said, 
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son so he can give glory back to 
you. 2 For you have given him authority over everyone. He gives eternal 
life to each one you have given him. 3 And this is the way to have eternal 
life—to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to 
earth. 4 I brought glory to you here on earth by completing the work you 
gave me to do. 5 Now, Father, bring me into the glory we shared before 
the world began. 6 “I have revealed you to the ones you gave me from this 
world. They were always yours. You gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word. 7 Now they know that everything I have is a gift from you, 8 for 
I have passed on to them the message you gave me. They accepted it and 
know that I came from you, and they believe you sent me. 9 “My prayer is 
not for the world, but for those you have given me, because they belong 
to you. 10 All who are mine belong to you, and you have given them to me, 
so they bring me glory. 11 Now I am departing from the world; they are 
staying in this world, but I am coming to you. Holy Father, you have given 
me your name; now protect them by the power of your name so that they 
will be united just as we are. 12 During my time here, I protected them by 
the power of the name you gave me. I guarded them so that not one was 
lost, except the one headed for destruction, as the Scriptures foretold. 13 
“Now I am coming to you. I told them many things while I was with them 
in this world so they would be filled with my joy. 14 I have given them 
your word. And the world hates them because they do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I’m not asking you to take 
them out of the world, but to keep them safe from the evil one. 16 They 
do not belong to this world any more than I do. 17 Make them holy by 
your truth; teach them your word, which is truth. 18 Just as you sent me 
into the world, I am sending them into the world. 19 And I give myself as 
a holy sacrifice for them so they can be made holy by your truth. 20 “I am 
praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in 
me through their message. 21 I pray that they will all be one, just as you 
and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they 
be in us so that the world will believe you sent me. 22 “I have given them 
the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. 23 I am in them 
and you are in me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world 
will know that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love 
me. 24 Father, I want these whom you have given me to be with me where 
I am. Then they can see all the glory you gave me  because you loved me 
even before the world began! 25 “O righteous Father, the world doesn’t 
know you, but I do; and these disciples know you sent me. 26 I have 
revealed you to them, and I will continue to do so. Then your love for me 
will be in them, and I will be in them.”

John 17:1-26

Discussion questions

1. What stood out to you in today’s
reading?

2. Was there anything confusing or
troubling that you read?

3. What does this passage tell you
about God (Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit)?

4. How is this going to change your life
this week?

5. Who does God want you to share
this with today?

Kidz Corner:

1. Have you ever had to work with 
someone to get something done?  Maybe 
you had to have teamwork at your soccer 
game or with your brother to build a tall 
tower.  Teamwork is a great way to work 
with someone else to make something 
better!

2. What is Jesus praying for in our 
passage today?  He is wanting all His 
followers (that includes you and me) to be 
as one.  That means we are not alone in 
our faith.  Who can you count on to be on 
your faith team?

3.  Let’s try a fun activity today. 
 
Part 1: Have your parents put a bandana 
on you to completely cover your eyes.  Try 
walking into your kitchen and grabbing 
the snack you want.  

Part 2:  Now try this bandana activity 
again only this time, ask a family member 
to be your helper.  Work together as a 
team to go back into the kitchen and grab 
the snack you want.  I’ll bet you were able 
to do it much faster and easier this time 
around!   Jesus is calling all Christians 
to be on the same team and to work as 
one.  When we work together to tell others 
about Him, we are stronger and able to do 
more.



Wednesday | May 27th

John 17:1-26

Thursday | May 28th
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Jesus Is Betrayed and ArrestedJesus Is Betrayed and Arrested

1 After saying these things, Jesus crossed the Kidron Valley with his 
disciples and entered a grove of olive trees. 2 Judas, the betrayer, knew 
this place, because Jesus had often gone there with his disciples. 3 The 
leading priests and Pharisees had given Judas a contingent of Roman 
soldiers and Temple guards to accompany him. Now with blazing torches, 
lanterns, and weapons, they arrived at the olive grove. 4 Jesus fully 
realized all that was going to happen to him, so he stepped forward to 
meet them. “Who are you looking for?” he asked. 5 “Jesus the Nazarene,” 
they replied. “I AM he,”  Jesus said. (Judas, who betrayed him, was 
standing with them.) 6 As Jesus said, “I AM he,” they all drew back and 
fell to the ground! 7 Once more he asked them, “Who are you looking 
for?” And again they replied, “Jesus the Nazarene.” 8 “I told you that I AM 
he,” Jesus said. “And since I am the one you want, let these others go.” 9 
He did this to fulfill his own statement: “I did not lose a single one of those 
you have given me.” 10 Then Simon Peter drew a sword and slashed off 
the right ear of Malchus, the high priest’s slave. 11 But Jesus said to 
Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Shall I not drink from the cup 
of suffering the Father has given me?”

Jesus at the High Priest’s HouseJesus at the High Priest’s House

12 So the soldiers, their commanding officer, and the Temple guards 
arrested Jesus and tied him up. 13 First they took him to Annas, since 
he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest at that time. 14 
Caiaphas was the one who had told the other Jewish leaders, “It’s better 
that one man should die for the people.”

Peter’s First DenialPeter’s First Denial

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, as did another of the disciples. That other 
disciple was acquainted with the high priest, so he was allowed to enter 
the high priest’s courtyard with Jesus. 16 Peter had to stay outside the 
gate. Then the disciple who knew the high priest spoke to the woman 
watching at the gate, and she let Peter in. 17 The woman asked Peter, 
“You’re not one of that man’s disciples, are you?” “No,” he said, “I am 
not.” 18 Because it was cold, the household servants and the guards had 
made a charcoal fire. They stood around it, warming themselves, and 
Peter stood with them, warming himself.

The High Priest Questions JesusThe High Priest Questions Jesus

19 Inside, the high priest began asking Jesus about his followers and 
what he had been teaching them. 20 Jesus replied, “Everyone knows 
what I teach. I have preached regularly in the synagogues and the 
Temple, where the people gather. I have not spoken in secret. 21 Why are 
you asking me this question? Ask those who heard me. They know what I 
said.” 22 Then one of the Temple guards standing nearby slapped Jesus 
across the face. “Is that the way to answer the high priest?” he 
demanded. 23 Jesus replied, “If I said anything wrong, you must prove it. 
But if I’m speaking the truth, why are you beating me?” 24 Then Annas 
bound Jesus and sent him to Caiaphas, the high priest.

John 18:1-24

Discussion questions

1. What stood out to you in today’s
reading?

2. Was there anything confusing or
troubling that you read?

3. What does this passage tell you
about God (Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit)?

4. How is this going to change your life
this week?

5. Who does God want you to share
this with today?

Kidz Corner:

1. Have you ever played a game of 
hide-and-seek?  You usually hide 
somewhere and wait for the seeker to find 
you.  What happens if someone tells the 
seeker where you are hiding?

2. Jesus was spending time in prayer 
when the soldiers found Him.  Who told 
the soldiers where to find Jesus?  How do 
you think this made Jesus feel?

3.  The time had come for Jesus to be 
arrested.  He did not fight them or try to 
run away.  Why do you think He allowed 
this to happen?  It is amazing what Jesus 
did for us and sometimes hard to truly 
understand.  Spend some time in prayer 
thanking Jesus for giving up His life for us.



Peter’s Second and Third DenialsPeter’s Second and Third Denials

25 Meanwhile, as Simon Peter was standing by the fire warming himself, they asked him again, “You’re not one of his 
disciples, are you?” He denied it, saying, “No, I am not.” 26 But one of the household slaves of the high priest, a 
relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Didn’t I see you out there in the olive grove with Jesus?” 27 
Again Peter denied it. And immediately a rooster crowed.

Jesus’ Trial before PilateJesus’ Trial before Pilate

28 Jesus’ trial before Caiaphas ended in the early hours of the morning. Then he was taken to the headquarters of the 
Roman governor.[p] His accusers didn’t go inside because it would defile them, and they wouldn’t be allowed to 
celebrate the Passover. 29 So Pilate, the governor, went out to them and asked, “What is your charge against this 
man?” 30 “We wouldn’t have handed him over to you if he weren’t a criminal!” they retorted. 31 “Then take him away 
and judge him by your own law,” Pilate told them. “Only the Romans are permitted to execute someone,” the Jew-
ish leaders replied. 32 (This fulfilled Jesus’ prediction about the way he would die.) 33 Then Pilate went back into his 
headquarters and called for Jesus to be brought to him. “Are you the king of the Jews?” he asked him. 34 Jesus 
replied, “Is this your own question, or did others tell you about me?” 35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate retorted. “Your own 
people and their leading priests brought you to me for trial. Why? What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My 
Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. If it were, my followers would fight to keep me from being handed over to the 
Jewish leaders. But my Kingdom is not of this world.” 37 Pilate said, “So you are a king?” Jesus responded, “You say 
I am a king. Actually, I was born and came into the world to testify to the truth. All who love the truth recognize that 
what I say is true.” 38 “What is truth?” Pilate asked. Then he went out again to the people and told them, “He is not 
guilty of any crime. 39 But you have a custom of asking me to release one prisoner each year at Passover. Would you 
like me to release this ‘King of the Jews’?” 40 But they shouted back, “No! Not this man. We want Barabbas!” 
(Barabbas was a revolutionary.)

1919

Jesus Sentenced to DeathJesus Sentenced to Death

1 Then Pilate had Jesus flogged with a lead-tipped whip. 2 The soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, 
and they put a purple robe on him. 3 “Hail! King of the Jews!” they mocked, as they slapped him across the face. 4 
Pilate went outside again and said to the people, “I am going to bring him out to you now, but understand clearly that 
I find him not guilty.” 5 Then Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said, “Look, 
here is the man!” 6 When they saw him, the leading priests and Temple guards began shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify 
him!” “Take him yourselves and crucify him,” Pilate said. “I find him not guilty.” 7 The Jewish leaders replied, “By our 
law he ought to die because he called himself the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate heard this, he was more frightened than 
ever. 9 He took Jesus back into the headquarters again and asked him, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave no 
answer. 10 “Why don’t you talk to me?” Pilate demanded. “Don’t you realize that I have the power to release you or 
crucify you?” 11 Then Jesus said, “You would have no power over me at all unless it were given to you from above. So 
the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.” 12 Then Pilate tried to release him, but the Jewish 
leaders shouted, “If you release this man, you are no ‘friend of Caesar.’Anyone who declares himself a king is a rebel 
against Caesar.” 13 When they said this, Pilate brought Jesus out to them again. Then Pilate sat down on the judg-
ment seat on the platform that is called the Stone Pavement (in Hebrew, Gabbatha). 14 It was now about noon on the 
day of preparation for the Passover. And Pilate said to the people, “Look, here is your king!” 15 “Away with him,” they 
yelled. “Away with him! Crucify him!” “What? Crucify your king?” Pilate asked. “We have no king but Caesar,” the lead-
ing priests shouted back. 16 Then Pilate turned Jesus over to them to be crucified.

Friday| May 29th

John 18:25-40, 19:1-22 



John 18:25-40, 19:1-22 

Discussion questions

1. What stood out to you in today’s
reading?

2. Was there anything confusing or
troubling that you read?

3. What does this passage tell you
about God (Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit)?

4. How is this going to change your life
this week?

5. Who does God want you to share
this with today?

Kidz Corner:

1. Can you think of places you have seen a cross?  Maybe it is a church building or a piece of jewelry your mom 
has.  Do you know the meaning of a cross?

2. What Jesus did on the cross was beyond anything we can ever imagine.  He gave His life for us.  Jesus died 
so He could take on all our past, present and future sin we will commit.  Let that sink in for just a moment.  

3. Spend some time responding to what Jesus did for us.  Grab a piece of paper and draw a big cross on it.  
Next, brainstorm anything you have done that is sin.  (For example: lied to your friend, said mean words to your 
parents, cheated in a game of kickball)  Write those things down on the cross that you drew.  This is a picture 
of what Jesus has done for you.  He has nailed those bad things to the cross.  We simply must believe that and 
ask Him to be our Lord and Savior.  He will help you make good choices and will give you a clean heart.

The CrucifixionThe Crucifixion

So they took Jesus away. 17 Carrying the cross by himself, he went to the place called Place of the Skull (in 
Hebrew, Golgotha). 18 There they nailed him to the cross. Two others were crucified with him, one on either side, 
with Jesus between them. 19 And Pilate posted a sign on the cross that read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews.” 20 The place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Hebrew, Latin, and 
Greek, so that many people could read it. 21 Then the leading priests objected and said to Pilate, “Change it from 
‘The King of the Jews’ to ‘He said, I am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate replied, “No, what I have written, I have 
written.”



Saturday | May 30th

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they divided his clothes among 
the four of them. They also took his robe, but it was seamless, woven 
in one piece from top to bottom. 24 So they said, “Rather than tearing it 
apart, let’s throw dice for it.” This fulfilled the Scripture that says, “They 
divided my garments among themselves and threw dice for my clothing.”  
So that is what they did. 25 Standing near the cross were Jesus’ mother, 
and his mother’s sister, Mary (the wife of Clopas), and Mary Magdalene. 
26 When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the disciple he 
loved, he said to her, “Dear woman, here is your son.” 27 And he said to 
this disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from then on this disciple took 
her into his home.

The Death of JesusThe Death of Jesus

28 Jesus knew that his mission was now finished, and to fulfill Scripture 
he said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of sour wine was sitting there, so they 
soaked a sponge in it, put it on a hyssop branch, and held it up to his lips. 
30 When Jesus had tasted it, he said, “It is finished!” Then he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit. 31 It was the day of preparation, and the Jew-
ish leaders didn’t want the bodies hanging there the next day, which was 
the Sabbath (and a very special Sabbath, because it was Passover week). 
So they asked Pilate to hasten their deaths by ordering that their legs be 
broken. Then their bodies could be taken down. 32 So the soldiers came 
and broke the legs of the two men crucified with Jesus. 33 But when they 
came to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead, so they didn’t break 
his legs. 34 One of the soldiers, however, pierced his side with a spear, 
and immediately blood and water flowed out. 35 (This report is from an 
eyewitness giving an accurate account. He speaks the truth so that you 
also may continue to believe.) 36 These things happened in fulfillment 
of the Scriptures that say, “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and 
“They will look on the one they pierced.”
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38 Afterward (Jesus died), Joseph of Arimathea, who had been a secret 
disciple of Jesus (because he feared the Jewish leaders), asked Pilate 
for permission to take down Jesus’ body. When Pilate gave permission, 
Joseph came and took the body away. 39 With him came Nicodemus, 
the man who had come to Jesus at night. He brought about seventy-five 
pounds of perfumed ointment made from myrrh and aloes. 40 Following 
Jewish burial custom, they wrapped Jesus’ body with the spices in long 
sheets of linen cloth. 41 The place of crucifixion was near a garden, where 
there was a new tomb, never used before. 42 And so, because it was the 
day of preparation for the Jewish Passover and since the tomb was close 
at hand, they laid Jesus there.
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Discussion questions

1. What stood out to you in today’s
reading?

2. Was there anything confusing or
troubling that you read?

3. What does this passage tell you
about God (Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit)?

4. How is this going to change your life
this week?

5. Who does God want you to share
this with today?

Kidz Corner:

1. On Easter Sunday last month, we 
celebrated that Jesus came back to 
life!  What a beautiful thing to be excited 
about!  Did you do anything special on 
Easter day?

2.  Jesus had to first suffer and die to 
carry out the plans of His Father.  This 
was all part of God’s big plan for the 
world and for you.  Once He died, some 
people came to take special care of His 
body.  They put oil and spices on Jesus 
and wrapped him in linen cloth.  How do 
you think the people who loved Jesus 
were feeling at this time?

3.  I think you know the next part of this 
story.  What happened three days later?  
That’s right! Jesus rose from the tomb 
and He was alive!  This is the greatest 
celebration for all mankind.  Take some 
time to thank Jesus for suffering so that 
we can live and be free.  He wants to 
hear all the things on your heart right 
now.


